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not the slightest prospect of its competence to ac-
count for the phenomenon presented does, I confess,
seem to me to indicate an animus in the direction
of endeavouring to dispense with a Creator. If such
there be, I cannot say that the adoption of evolution to
such an extent as this is quite consistent with theism.
But we must not judge other men for the con-
clusions which they are disposed to draw as to
the origin of some phenomenon presented to our
consideration. A due estimate of the probability
of a phenomenon having arisen from natural causes
involves a just weighing of any scientific evidence
that may seem to indicate something analogous in
the domain of what clearly belongs to science to
investigate; and the amount of scientific knowledge
of what may possibly bear on the question pos-
sessed by one man may be very different from
that possessed by another, even though he be a
man of science. And for those who are not
scientific there only remains the still more difficult
appreciation of the weight to be attached to the
opinions of scientific men. It is not every opinion
of a scientific man, or even of several scientific
men, that may safely be relied on; and a person
who is quite unable himself to judge of the
alleged scientific evidence can only form an opinion
by estimating the soundness of judgment of the
scientific men who say that there is good evi-